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SCATTI D'ORGOGLIO diLilians Cavani tradusione di Mares Ronchettl

«DONNE, RESISTENZA INFINITA»

L a storia delle donne non esiste, La storia,
come & slala raceontata, & fatta di event
m—ppirie guerre, fivoluziont, miright & pote-
re. progressi econamici o scientific, eccetera,
nel guali & ranssimo trovare donme protagon-
ste, Ui den miel peimi avor & un docuimenta-
rig-inchiesta per la Rai del 1965, “La donna del-
la Resistenza”. Ho intervigtato parecchie domne
partigiane (eatioliche e comunisie) che avevano
partecipat alla Ressstenza con funzion di po-
mo plang, Spesso viene ricordata la “staffera™,
ma non vengono mal menzionate le donne che
hamae combatiutg anche con il grado di capita-
o melle formaxion i Liberazione, Somo statn
molio serpresa di trovare partigiane che non era-
no adiletve alla “cura”, chod ad azioni di staffeme
{azsons tultavia pericolosel, o procacciainet di
cibo e viveri e medicine, ma che avevano re-
sponsabilith & comando e pariecipate alla loia
fromtale contro tedeschi @ frscist soprattuate in
Emilia, Piemonte ¢ Lombandia.

Ho parlate con aleane di lore a volte soprav-
vissute a toriure ¢ al lager. Hoe chieso perche
avesserg rischiatn b vita, La rasposta unanime la
comdenso nella risposia precisa che mi fece una
i b ctbbiamie lotate nom sole per cacciare
i tedeschi e abbatters il fscismo ma sopratitio
per una palingenesi sociabe dalla quale scaturis-
2 A vera gustizia per domme e woainis. (g
i dosnando: ¢'& aata uesida pﬁ!i:lg&ﬁéxi'." [
coneretg ¢ f sta che le donne hang edtenuta il
dirito al vate. Dopo milkenni di loa attiva per
la vita pon mens degli womini, soon siate rico-
msciuge persone ¢ ciltadine seltanto nel 1946,
Meanche la nvolussene francese per quamo illu-
mimia le aveva sapute apprezzare, Oeoorreva un
altro secobo ¢ mezrn di lavoro non Heonosciuto,
La donia & considerata una specie di invalida
mentale? Mo, & considerata spesso froppo sena
€ troppo ostica a1 papeechi richest dai man-

danti dell'incanco, St di fatte che pel consigh
comunali, provinciali e regiomali, consigh di
ammimistrazione pubblici ¢ privat, presidenze
e commessiont, vertici 41 ogni tipo, universitan
e bancan, la preserea della donma ¢ pressoché
mesastente, Eppure, le donne haino sempee al-
frontsto ks “vita™ vera, quella con e be sue
compbassitd, mentre gl vommi hanno spesso af-
frontaio sopraiiutie setion o lavore e guerre ¢
St & Spesse poco allr,

fiere is no such thing o3 wamens histone

The history we are presented with consists
== of events such o wors, revolutiang, power
games, econamic and scientific melwances in which
wamen rarely play leading rales.
Eack in 1965 ane af my fimst assdgnments was an
investigotion documentory far Bai {the Malion
public service broodeasting company) called “La
donno defla resistenza”. |interviewsd a number of
wamen partisans {both Cothalic e cammunist)
wha hod pfayed key rodes in the Malion resistance
moavement. Couriers ore often remembered, but
the wamen who fowght, at times even o5 copiaing,
in the ranks uj’r}re Liberation Maverment are never
mentisned [wos really surprised ¢o find there were
wamen portisans who hadnt heen engoged in
curing duties. thot iswho hod not acted os cowriers
{ariyway a very dangeroas rodel. or as purvepors of
food end drugs, but who hed held caommand doties
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and been involved in full frontal combat
apainst the Germans and the fas. <. especiaily in
Emifig-Romagna, Piedmont ard Lombaredy. Mony
af those | tolked to hod survived torture end Nazi
cancentration camps. [ asked them why they had
risked their [ives. I feel their unanimons answers
are aocurnetely summarised in what one of them
smid ‘We fought not only to drive the Germans
out and overthrow Fascism but above all to
bring about sociel renewal capabie of leading to
trug justice for women and men alike’ Today [
cannot help asking myself whether this remewal
s taken place. A tangible consequence was that
women abtained the right ta vote, After millennio
af active fighting to prove their lfves were no
less importont than mens women were finelly
acknowledged as people and citizens in 1946 Not
even the French Revolution. as enlightened os it
wis, had succeeded in doing so. It ook arother
century and a holf of uneecognised work.

Is this because women are viewed on a par with
mentally disabled individuale? Mo, they are
actually often considered oll too serious and
unwilling to lend themselves to the conniving
required by the powers that be [t follows that
wimen are ssidom to be found in municipel
pravinciol or regiongl councils, on public or
private boords of directors, as chairpersons ar
cammittee members, or in fop positions of any
kind in the acedemic or banking worlds alike.

Yet. centuries, or better miflennie, spent coring for
athers hove trained women not only to sacrifice
themseives, but also to foce situations which are
sometimes extremely complicated and to juggle
campelling realistic needs and emotional needs.
which they alone seem to be expected to ossage.
In shore, wamen hove always confronted real life.
the one fraught with difficulties, while men howve
usuclly dealt with certain kinds of work, wars,
sports and often ficle else,



